
GERMANNA	COMMUNITY	COLLEGE		

1.	Scope	and	Purpose		

This	policy	applies	to	all	research	that	would	u2lize	Germanna	Community	College	(GCC)	students,	
faculty,	staff,	resources,	or	data,	and	is	not	conducted	directly	by	GCC	for	the	primary	purposes	of	
internal	decision-making	and	ins2tu2onal	effec2veness.	

This	policy	ensures	that	external	research	involving	GCC	data	or	stakeholders	is	conducted	to	the	highest	
ethical	standards	and	does	not	interfere	with	College	opera2ons.		

2.	ResponsibiliAes		

The	Director	of	Planning,	Research,	and	Ins2tu2onal	Effec2veness	(PRIE)	has	responsibility	for	
dissemina2on	and	administra2on	of	this	policy,	communica2ons	with	external	researchers,	and	review	
and	approval/denial	of	external	research	requests.		

Any	GCC	employee	who	receives	an	inquiry	or	request	regarding	the	conduct	of	research	as	specified	in	
Sec2on	1	should	forward	the	inquiry	to	the	Director,	IRPIE.		

3.	Requests	to	Conduct	Research		

Prior	to	recrui*ng	par*cipants	or	collec*ng	data,	any	individual,	group	or	agency	desiring	to	conduct	
research	at	GCC,	use	College	students,	faculty,	staff,	or	data	in	research,	or	recruit	research	par2cipants	
by	any	means,	including	on	GCC	grounds	or	at	GCC-sponsored	events,	must	submit	a	wriOen	proposal	to	
the	Director	of	Ins2tu2onal	Research,	Planning,	and	Ins2tu2onal	Effec2veness	(IRPIE)	at	GCC.	The	
proposal	must:		

§	Detail	the	purpose	of	the	study,	methodology	to	be	used	(e.g.,	par2cipants,	sampling,	data	collec2on,	
analysis),	2meframe	for	research	ac2vi2es,	format	for	the	presenta2on/publica2on	of	results	and	
intended	audience,	and	expected	outcomes/benefits	of	the	study.		

§	Include	documenta2on	of	IRB	approval	or	appropriate	IRB	exemp2on	from	the	researcher's	sponsoring	
ins2tu2on.	If	evidence	of	approval	or	exemp2on	is	not	available,	an	explana2on	must	be	provided.		

§	Affirm	the	researcher’s	acceptance	of	the	Condi2ons	of	Approval	below.		

If	the	researcher	has	previously	contacted	the	Virginia	Community	College	System	about	research	at	
mul2ple	VCCS	colleges,	and	if	the	research	involves	any	form	of	data	collec*on	directly	from	GCC	faculty,	
staff,	or	students,	requests	for	approval	must	be	submiOed	to,	and	approved	by,	GCC	before	GCC	faculty,	
staff,	or	students	can	be	recruited	for	the	research.		

4.	CondiAons	of	Approval		

Ins2tu2onal	Research	and	Ins2tu2onal	Effec2veness	ac2vi2es	of	the	College	have	priority	over	all	
external	research	requests.	Any	proposed	research,	including	recruitment	of	par2cipants	by	any	means	
or	data	collec2on	in	any	form	that	would	coincide	with	IR/IE	ac2vi2es,	or	would	directly	or	indirectly	
interfere	with	the	College’s	ability	to	effec2vely	carry	out	IR/IE	opera2ons,	may	be	denied	approval.		

GCC	will	not	provide	classrooms	or	mee2ng	facili2es	for	research.		



GCC	will	not	provide	to	a	researcher	any	iden2fiable	student	record	data	except	Directory	informa2on	as	
allowed	by	FERPA	and	PVCC	policy.		

GCC	will	not	endorse	or	promote	any	research	that	falls	within	the	scope	of	this	policy	as	described	in	
Sec2on	1.		

GCC	will	not	solicit	par2cipa2on	on	behalf	of	a	researcher.	

All	external	research	will	be	conducted	to	the	highest	ethical	standards.	GCC	students,	faculty,	and	staff	
par2cipa2ng	in	research	must	be	fully	informed	as	to	the	purpose	of	the	research,	risks	and	benefits,	and	
what	par2cipa2on	will	entail;	give	their	consent	to	par2cipate;	and	be	free	to	withdraw	from	the	
research	at	any	2me.		

GCC,	its	students,	faculty,	and	staff	involved	in	external	research	will	not	be	iden2fied	when	findings	are	
presented	or	published.		

The	researcher	agrees	to	inform	GCC	when	the	research	is	complete	and	to	provide	GCC	a	copy	of	the	
results	of	the	study.		

5.	Approval	of	Proposals		

As	an	ins2tu2on	of	higher	educa2on,	GCC	supports	academic	inquiry	and	will	strive	to	accommodate	
reasonable	requests	under	the	condi2ons	specified	above	and	in	accordance	with	other	applicable	GCC	
and	VCCS	policies.		

The	Director	of	PRIE	will	review	all	proposals	with	the	IRB	CommiOee	and	may	circulate	proposals	to	
addi2onal	other	members	of	the	GCC	community	for	comment.		

The	Director	of	PRIE	will	issue	a	leOer	to	the	researcher	indica2ng	approval	or	denial	of	the	proposal.	Any	
request	for	waiver	of	any	aspect	of	this	policy	must	be	made	in	wri2ng	to	the	Director.	Decisions	of	the	
Director	are	final.		

All	inquiries	and	proposals	should	be	submiOed	to:		

Director	of	Planning,	Research,	and	Ins2tu2onal	Effec2veness		

Germanna	Community	College		

ddemedicis@germanna.edu	

mailto:ddemedicis@germanna.edu

